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This report outlines work at the Ancient 
House from January to May 2011. 
 
 
 
1 Ancient House Young Volunteers win regional award 
 
The Young Volunteers at the Ancient House are the winners of the 2010 East of 
England regional award for Museum Learning.   
 
The judges said  
“We were overwhelmed by the number and quality of the applications which we 
received but the judges were particularly impressed by the contribution made by the 
Young Volunteers team.” 
 
Members of the Thetford team will attend a special award ceremony at the British 
Museum in London on the 23rd June. 
 
 
 
2 Arts Projects in partnership with Breckland Council encourage more 
visitors and involvement 
 
The Ancient House museum has recently been involved with two Breckland Council 
supported Arts projects, 24 Houred Thetford & The Thetford Travelling Menagerie.  
 
Thetford’s Travelling Menagerie was run by a team of Canadian artists called 
DodoLab. The artists used animals that had lived in Thetford over the past to explore 
what local residents thought of Thetford today.  
 
As part of the project, DodoLab asked the Museum’s knitting group to create knitted 
versions of the animals to be used as a window display during the project. As usual 
the knitters rose to the challenge and produced some fabulous creatures, including a 
Great Bustard which was made to look like the museum’s taxidermied version.   
 
DodoLab were impressed with the results and enjoyed working with Ancient House. 
One of the artists, Andrew Hunter said “I was surprised by the level of community 
involvement for a small museum.” 
 
In March Thetford’s Ancient House Museum was the focus for another arts project to 
create a portrait of the town over 24 hours.  Several hundred visitors participated at 
the Museum and thousands of images were uploaded onto the 24hourthetford 
website.  Artist Jai Redman and his team have created a web-based impression of 

the town you can see on   www.thetford24.org.uk .  

 



 
 
 
 
3 Project in partnership with the local Youth Inclusion Support Panel 
(YISP) – a film about Boudica 
 
The Ancient House Museum was the focus for a project led by Marie Kennedy in 

association with the local Youth Inclusion Support Panel.  YISPs are multi-agency 

planning groups that seek to prevent offending and anti-social behaviour 
by offering support services to high-risk 8-13 year olds and their families.   
The Museum worked with some local young people to create a film exploring the life 
and death of Boudica and created a CSI-style film over five weeks. 
 
The film was shown on Thursday 24th March at Thetford United Reform Church as 
an end of project celebration to a good audience of friends and relatives of the boys.  
 
4 Thetford’s Duleep Singh Painting Collection – BBC documentary to be 
shown 26th June BBC1 6pm 
 

Thetford’s painting collection, illustrated in Norfolk’s Catalogue of Oil Paintings in 
Public Ownership, is the subject of a BBC documentary to be screened on 26th 
June.  Presented by Meera Syall, the programme looks at the story of the portrait 
collection and the connections with Prince Frederick Duleep Singh and his family.  
They filmed at the Ancient House, and other locations in and around Thetford and 
included time at Gressenhall where some of the paintings have been put on public 
display in the Board Room.  The paintings, given to the town in 1926 were for many 
years displayed in the Guildhall in Thetford.  In the 1960s the Borough Council 
decided to remove the portraits from the walls and put them into storage.  Today 
some are displayed at the Ancient House Museum and Kings House in Thetford and 
most recently at Gressenhall, Farm and Workhouse. 
 
 
5 Museum’s Print collection under the spotlight – catalogue enhanced 
and scanning and virtual exhibition projects planned. 
 
As well as the oil paintings collected by Prince Frederick, there is an extensive 
collection of works on paper, mainly prints.  In April, Elenor Ling from Cambridge’s 
Fitzwilliam Museum department of prints and drawings, advised the museum team 
on identification and techniques.  With Elenor’s help we have been able to add to the 
computerised catalogue and several important prints have been identified. Elenor 
has suggested that we create a virtual exhibition featuring some of the collection.   
We are planning to involve volunteers in scanning the collection to improve access 
to this resource. 



 
 

 
 
      
 
6 Museum’s historic sewing group learn from Oxburgh visit and are 
working on a bench cushion for the Museum 
 
The Ancient House’s “Stitch in Time” group of textile enthusiasts led by Karen-
Emma White visited Oxburgh Hall to see the Mary Queen of Scots and Bess of 
Hardwick embroideries.  Their project inspired by the Museum’s portrait of Lady 
Littlebury of about 1600 is progressing well with most of the centre panels of the 
bench cushion finished.  
 
 
 
7 Extended Schools provision at the Ancient House. The after-school 
History Club learn about historic food 
 
The after-school History Club, held at the Ancient House on Wednesday afternoons 
in term time have been learning about historic food this term.  Parents and family 
members were invited for a celebratory meal which ranged from food from the 
Roman period (stuffed apricots and figs) to 1980s microwave chocolate cake.  Older 
members of the group now meet as Teenage History Club. 
 
 
8 Friends of Thetford Museum continue to support museum  
The Museum’s Friends group continues to support the museum and hold its talks 
programme and social events.  Recent talks have included an illustrated talk by 
Robin Hanley on displaying Seahenge, the prehistoric timber circle found on Home 
beach now on display at the Lynn Museum. 
The Friends of Thetford Museum, an educational charity, have agreed to support the 
History Club at its recent committee meeting. 
 
 


